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RE: Returning to Church
As from this Sunday (5th July 2020) we plan to resume both morning and evening services in the church 
building. In order to safely reopen the building there are a number of things we should or must do to ensure 
the health and safety of one another and to show Christian love and care for our brothers and sisters as we 
gather. 

Should I come?
If you are showing symptoms of COVID-19 (a new continuous cough, a high temperature, or a loss of, or 
change in your normal sense of taste or smell), or you have been requesting to self-isolate by NHS Test and 
Trace then you should not attend due to the risk you may pose to others. If you are ‘shielding’ because of 
your age or other health concerns then the current government advice is that you should stay at home.

For those who decide that they do need to remain at home we will make the sermons from both services 
available online shortly after the meeting, and later on DVD and CD. Contact one of the ministers and we’ll 
make sure you can access this.

Arriving
We are most visible to our neighbours when we arrive and when we leave so we must do so in a manner 
which gives a good testimony of our intention to protect each other. Maintain social distancing even when 
you are outside the building.

Use the provided hand sanitiser when you enter the building. You should wash your hands frequently as 
necessary while you are there.

Face masks will be available for you to use. The wearing of face masks is a good example of showing love to
your neighbour because although it doesn’t protect the wearer it does protect others if you are carrying the 
virus.

Many of the seats have been removed in the main church hall to better encourage social distancing. Please do
not move the chairs. You can sit with those in your own household but you should keep your distance from 
others.

During the Service
We encourage you to bring your own Bible with you rather than using the church Bibles, and for the time 
being the words to hymns and psalms will be projected on a screen. A small number of Bibles, Hymn books 
and Psalters will be available at the back of the church, these should be returned after the service to the 
marked area on the table to be rotated for the evening service.

For the time being it is unlikely we will be able to sing safely due to the increased risk of spreading infection.

We plan to celebrate around the Lord’s Table this Sunday, although there will be changes to how we do 
things. Please follow the instructions that will be given.

Other Matters
Only one person at a time should enter each toilet. If you need to queue please maintain social distancing and
do not queue in the corridor leading to the toilets but wait in the main hall. You must wash your hands 
thoroughly before you leave the toilets.

You should only enter the kitchen if you have a job to to in there, otherwise please stay out of areas you do 
not need to enter.

Leaving
It is natural for us to want to spend time in fellowship together after the service but this should be kept to a 
minimum and you should leave promptly at the end of the meeting. We will not be serving refreshments after
the morning service for the time being.

As with arriving at the church, this is the time we are most visible to our neighbours. Leave in an orderly 
manner and maintain social distancing.

This document has been prepared as part of a full risk assessment in line with the full government guidance for the safe 
use of places of worship published 29th June 2020. If you would like more information please speak to one of the 
pastors or deacons.
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